
 

THE BANFF SCHOOL 
 PTO Minutes  

  
September 12, 2017 |6:30 PM |  

The Banff School PTO Mission  
Promote the well-being of students by providing support for their educational needs 

and to provide school functions for the purpose of promoting fellowship among 
parents, students and teachers. 

 

In Attendance – Quorum needed is 10 active participants  

Erin Jones, President       Angela Mitchell, Vice President  
Russ Blocher, Treasurer     Andrell Gautier Hutton, Secretary 
Deborah Wasser, Administration     Dana Sauls, Administration     
Josh Harbour, Administration      Kiley Fisher, Staff/Parent 
Sophie Sindu, Staff/Parent     Susanne Munguia, Staff    
Ben White, Staff       Jill Hornback 
Anne Groth       Karen Pike         
Heidi Swan, Administration      Anglia Sweet  
Kim-Ling Sun        Preethi Durgam  
Jennifer Moran       Lily Nguyen 
Michelle Frazier      Lanette Marchi  
Amanda Cantu  
  

Welcome 

The PTO President welcomed everyone to the first meeting of the new academic school year and asked attendants 
to sign in for record.   

Agenda  

No person(s) requested to add an item to the agenda for the evening.     

Approval of Minutes  

There were no approval of minutes for this meeting.  Still pending are minutes from May 9, 2017, which was the last 
meeting of the school year for 2016-17.   
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PTO Reports and Business – PTO Events  

Erin Jones announced the new PTO for the academic year:  Erin Jones, President; Angela Mitchell, Vice President; 
Russ Blocher, Treasurer; and Andrell Hutton, Secretary.   

Erin discussed the purpose of our spirit dinners which is to build community and raise PTO funds and opened the 
floor to options for the new school year. Suggestions were as follows:  Smashburger; BJs; Buffalo Wild Wings; 
Menchie’s; Campioni; Black Walnut; Torchy’s Taco; Chipoyle (50% fund raiser donation); Zoe’s; Baskin-Robbins; 
Swanny’s Bar and Grill/Swanson Golf Center.  Russ Blocher will be working on scheduling an event in October.  

Game Night was originally scheduled for September 20 but has been rescheduled to November 15 due to Hurricane 
Harvey recovery.  Parents and students will be encouraged to wear pajamas to this event as the All School Read In 
will also be occurring that day.  Parents also requested a light homework night for this event.  

Parent Anglia Sweet will be assisting with the coordination of the Parent Teacher Conference (September 29) and 
Teacher In Service Day (October 9) by providing snacks and/or treats for both events. Mr. White has also agreed to 
assist Ms. Sweet on October 9th.   

An e-flash will be going out to parents for the Trunk or Treat event on October 31 with a set up time of 2:30pm that 
day.  Juice boxes and candies/snacks that will not melt in the heat are encouraged to be distributed that day.   

Items to discuss later in the year for event planning are holiday photos (coordinated by Andrell Hutton for Pre-K 
through 5th grade); planning for a large event to be held in February and Spring; and Teacher Appreciation Week. 
Erin Jones announced that the PTO will be soliciting for ideas for a Spring event at the next meeting.  Ms. Groth 
suggested that we volunteer at a food bank and parent Amanda Contu will work on possibly having a family dance 
party event for February.  

 

PTO Reports and Business – Budget Review and Planning  

The President announced that the front office is taking PTO dues at $20 per family. Currently, voting rights will be 
restricted to PTO members only starting October 2017. Each family will receive a decal with membership dues 
payment.  

The PTO provided the following gifts to the school for academic year 2016-17:  Mascot Costume; Skeleton for 
Science; Team Building Materials for House Games.   

Erin then announced recent proposals for this new school year to include a Learning Garden and Swing Set for the 
Playground and opened the floor for discussion.  Ms. Jones announced that if we decide to have a learning garden 
there would only be a one year commitment from the PTO to set up the garden and then the school would have all 
future commitments building the program for the school.  Concerns from staff and parents were if this program 
would take away from other teaching commitments and who would be responsible for maintenance and upkeep.  

Other parents preferred the suggestion of updating the playground and swing set and also a walkway for the 
buildings. The PTO will send an email survey to determine this year’s goal(s).  

Erin then opened the floor for budgeting ideas and planning for the new year. Mr. White suggested that we 
continue to let the PTO account grow each year in order to make a major investment to the school at a later date. 
Some parents agreed and asked that the larger investment idea would be a dedicated room for STEM or Robotics or 
an agreed upon academic facility.  

Ms. Groth commented that we need to understand what our role will be with the PTO this year.  She asked for 
clarity of whether we are fundraising or community building?  Mr. Harbour replied that our focus would be 
community building and the PTO agreed.  

After no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:35pm.  
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Next Meeting 

PTO Meetings will be held every other month and the location will remain at the school. The next meeting is 
scheduled on November 7 at 6:30 pm in the Banff School Cafeteria.  


